
 

 

It has been rightly said the contributions of the ordinary lay man  
and woman often go unnoticed or even if recognition is given, it is for  
that moment.  Church history is about man’s work for God and his meager 
efforts to build His church. But without these and their passion and 
diligence, we will not have a history. 
 
This booklet entitled, “Flames of Hope” attempts to show just that. It is 
about generations of families of Tamil Methodist Church, worshipping, 
serving and handing the baton to their children. There is the hidden silk 
thread of Hope: hope that children will grow to God’s people and His 
witnesses. Above all else, it is how ardent is our desire to cling onto the 
Hope of God’s promises and realise for ourselves God’s faithfulness. 
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“The title of the book, Flames of Hope, speaks the author’s intention very clearly. The tree can only grow 
upwards, reaching its height if its roots are running deep. It is also an image of a community standing 
together and adding to the beauty of God’s creation.  This recorded history adds to the contribution from 
our laity to this beautiful Church.” [Rev James Nagulan] 
 

Article by: Veronica R. Poore 

The three teams comprised the WSCS; the Youths and the Men’s Group. As expected, the women 
were the most prepared as there were also entering the ETAC-WSCS quiz. The youths’ strategy 
was to divide the study text amongst them; smart move! The poor men were scrambling to get 
participants. The participants were ready for an exciting and enjoyable time to challenge each 
other’s knowledge on the First Epistle to the Corinthians 
 
The quiz prepared, by lady Quiz Master, Mrs Kalaimathi, was divided into five categories: Question 
and Answer; Charades; Win, Lose or Draw; the Pyramid Game and the Sword Drill. On the prize 
table were the glittering trophies for the winners, and food hampers for all participants. The 
observers cum supporters created a joyous atmosphere with their scene of teasing and laugher. 
  
Rev Dr Immanuel Babu started off the first segment (Q&A); the groups showed some nervousness. 
It was amazing to hear some of the participants’ answers which were word perfect.  Soon the 
mood entered into a lighter note when they were quizzed on the charades and WLD. I must say 
that we do have creative people. Both young and elderly animated the required phrases with much 
enthusiasm.      
 
The evening came to a close with WSCS team being crowned as the overall winners. The Youths 
took second place and Men’s team was behind by a few points. We thank our dear pastor’s wife, 
Mrs Mathi Nagulan for planning the quiz just as she had done so previously. This programme 
brought the church families to a greater time of bonding notwithstanding the knowledge gained 
through the quiz. 
 

On the afternoon of  the 29th of July, 2012, at Tamil Methodist Church Short Street, teams of 
women, men and the youths were  armed with “ swords”, all geared up for a battle.  Don’t be 
alarmed! They were armed with their spiritual swords; re-reading and memorising Scripture verses 
for the Church Bible Quiz 2012.  
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On reading John1:35-51 which tells of Jesus calling His first disciples caused me to once again 
celebrate God’s grace in the life of the Church. Jesus’ ministry began with the celebration of His 
grace towards persons who would follow Him.  
 
Two of John’s followers who heard John the Baptist preach that Christ Jesus was the long-
awaited Messiah, followed Jesus. One of them, Andrew rejoices over the news and shares it 
with his brother, Simon.  He brings him to Jesus who renames him, “Peter”. Later Jesus calls 
Philip to follow Him. Philip rejoices over the news of knowing who Jesus Christ is; and in turn he 
shares this news with Nathanael.  
 
One significant comment that the Scripture text makes is that these three disciples came from 
the same town, Bethsaida. What is so significant about Bethsaida? In Matthew 11:21 we read, 
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre 
and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and 
ashes.”Jesus’ words against the inhabitants of this town are very harsh.  
 
Though the people from Bethsaida were rebuked as being of an un-repentant heart, these men 
responded to Christ Jesus’ call and followed Him. These men were looking for the arrival of the 
Messiah and when they found Him they loved Him and followed Him. These same men went 
looking for other men to bring them to Jesus. What a way to celebrate the love of Jesus Christ!  
 
When Philip approached Nathanael and told him that he had found Jesus of Nazareth, 
Nathanael responded with unbelief and mockery of the little village. Nazareth. Yet, when Jesus 
saw Nathanael He loved him and called him “a true Israelite in whom there is no guile”. Jesus 
went beyond prejudice and loved him. This is God’s grace.  
 
Celebrating the grace of God is clearly evident in this passage. When we celebrate the birth of 
Christ in our hearts we also celebrate life.  When we find Jesus Christ we cannot but celebrate 
His Grace that leads us to love God and His people.  
 
The first disciples celebrated the birth of Christ in their lives by bringing others to Christ. These 
Jews were looking for salvation and when they found it they shared it. Jesus once shared the 
story of the “Good Samaritan in response to a question by a Pharisee, “Who is my neighbour?” 
Today, there are many hurting and suffering in spiritual darkness. We who have found the light 
of salvation, and are considered as ‘Good Samaritans’ have a moral and spiritual responsibility 
to take the light into their darkened lives. This is God’s Mission that must be ours. 
 
As we commemorate the 125th Anniversary of the Church, let us celebrate the grace and  
    faithfulness of God Almighty. Let us be Christ’s disciples who have understood what it really      
              means to: Love God and Love His People! 
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Your Pastor in Christ, 
Rev James Nagulan 

 

To celebrate the 125th anniversary of the church, members were given the opportunity to be 
creative to compose a hymn that would be sung during the anniversary. A total of 13 songs were 
submitted and scored by the judges. The winning hymn was composed by Melvin Dineshraj. Below 
is what inspired him to write the song.  
 
“I was inspired by the stately tune, which has been a favorite of mine ever since I first performed it 12 years 
ago. I knew it then as the theme from the Jupiter movement of Gustav Holst’s orchestral suite The Planets. 
I recently discovered that the tune had been used in a popular Anglican hymn – I Vow to Thee My Country. 
One particular rendition of that hymn evoked an incomparable sense of grandeur and fervor in me. I 
wanted to recreate these emotions, befitting of memorable occasions like TMC’s 125th anniversary, which 
is why I penned the following lines to the same tune.” 

 Article by: Melvin Dineshraj 
LOVING GOD, LOVING PEOPLE 
 
O-o God, our Shield, our For-tress, Protector through the years  
We proclaim your works of wo-nders, the Victor o’er our fears, 
Wi-th love as you have taught us, wi-th love for all to see 
That your hand is upon us, this reason we are free. 
Wi-th heart and soul and mi-nd, we will love you endlessly, 
Lifting up our voices, prai-sing you for eternity. 
 
O-o Christ, the spotless La-mb, who for us did sacrifice  
Perfect love, by which we’re ran-somed, our living for a price 
Th-is love, we strive to follow, th-is love, we share with Man, 
With the weak and the needy, who live upon our land. 
Wi-th Christ, our end in mi-nd, we are heeders of His Call, 
Then our love will be a bea-con that lights the hearts of all 
 
O-o Church, our time has co-me now, shine forth for all to see 
That our charge to serve in Holy Love, is of the high’st degree 
Thro-ugh love, we find our purpose, thro-ugh love, the nations hear 
Of the Savior Christ Jesus, with Hi-m all is clear 
‘Loving God and Loving Peo-ple’, this vision we’ll strive for 
Then His Church will stand fore-ver, we’ll stand forever more. 
 
“In an age when character is increasingly in short supply, it is important to think of the virtuous life 
which we are called to live in. It is God the Father’s will that we should all become like Jesus. But 
how should we do this?” – extract from The Virtuous Life by Robert M Solomon 
 
The Virtuous Life provides a guide into “how we are to depend entirely on Gods’ grace and how 
we can respond to it by cultivating the fruit of the spirit in our day and age.” In commemoration of 
our 125th Anniversary, Tamil Methodist Church has release 500 special edition copies. Get your 
copy today before it is sold out.   



 

 

 

The TMC Healthy Carnival was held in Short Street Tamil Methodist Church on 11th August 2012. 
It was a community outreach programme with health screening and blood donation drive being 
held for the first time in the Church. To make the event successful, a committee was set up to plan 
and liaise with the various external organizations including SATA, Red Cross and the Tamil daily, 
Tamil Murasu, 
 
Every level of the Church ground was used for the Carnival. Setting the stage was the car park, 
which was turned into a carnival ground with garage sale, face painting services by Anglo-Chinese 
Junior College (ACJC), games stalls, food stalls, mini barbecue and more. For those who prefer 
quiet time, Christian movies were screened at the sanctuary. The social hall was turned into a mini 
health screen and blood donation centre. As early as 9am, staff from SATA ad Red Cross set up 
the hall with all the necessary equipment, instruments and beds. Many Church members, fellow 
ETAC Church members and friends started streaming in to get their health checked and to donate 
blood. 
 
Nothing was short at the carnival ground! The garage sale went on with items such as books, 
costume jewellery, clothes, shoes, handbags and toys. They were selling off very fast as the 
crowds came in. These items were donated by Church members. The highlight of the sale was the 
auctioning of branded handbags donated by one of our Church member. Another major ‘attraction’ 
during the carnival was the chicken briyani. It was sold off within minutes when Pastor opened his 
stall. He had to place second order from the caterer. As it is typical of Singaporeans, a long queue 
was formed awaiting the delivery of briyani. Children kept themselves busy by playing games such 
as indoor golf and knocking down cans and face painting. The latter was done by students from 
ACJC who demonstrated their artistic talents by painting the faces of the young and old. Tamil 
Murasu reporter was present to cover the event and published an article the following day. 
 
The carnival came to end at 5pm. We would like to thank everyone for their support in making this 
event a successful one. 
 

Nahthd; vOjpd RtpNr\k; xd;whk; mjpfhuj;jpy; vOjg;gl;bUf;Fk; Kjy; rPldpd;> miog;ig 
vz;Zk;NghJ ek; jpUr;rigapd; Copa tuyhw;wpy; NjtDila ,uf;fj;ij kPz;Lkhff; 
nfhz;lhlj; Jhz;LfpwJ. ,NaR fpwp];Jtpd; Copak; mtupd; fpUigia Kd; itj;J 

njhlq;fpaJ. gupRj;j Nahthd; vOjpa RtpNr\k; 1: 35 -51 –y; ,NaRthdtH> Kjy; Kjyhf rpy 
rP\Hfis miof;Fk; fijia thrpf;fpNwhk;. gupRj;j NahthDila gpurq;fj;ijf; Nfl;L ,U 
rP\Hfs; ,NaRTf;Fg; gpd; nrd;whHfs;. mtupy; xUtuhd me;jpNuah ,e;j ew;nra;jpapy; 

fsp$He;J> jdJ rNfhjudhd NgJUitAk; ,NaRtplk; nfhz;L te;jhd;. gpd;G, ,NaRthdtH 
gpypg;Gitf; fz;L nfhz;lhH. gpd;dH mtDk; mtUf;Fg; gpd; nrd;whd;. gpypg;G, ,NaR 
fpwp];Jit mwpe;J nfhz;l re;Njh\j;ij ehj;jhd;Ntyplk; nrd;W gfph;e;J nfhz;lhd;. 
 
,e;j NtjgFjp $Wk; kw;nwhU fUj;J vd;dntdpy;> ,e;j %d;W rPlHfSk; ngj;rhapjh vd;Dk; 
xNu gl;lzj;ijr; NrHe;jtHfs;. ,e;jg; ngj;rhapjh gl;lzj;jpw;Ff; Fwpg;gplj;jf;f Kf;fpaj;Jtk; 

vd;d? kj;NjA 11:21y;; ,NaR> “NfhuhrpNd! cdf;F INah> ngjrhapjhNt! cdf;F INah> 
cq;fspy; nra;ag;gl;l gyj;j nra;iffs; jPUtpYk; rPNjhdpYk; nra;ag;gl;bUe;jhy; mg;nghONj 

,ul;LLj;jp rhk;gypy; cl;fhHe;J kdk; jpUk;gpapUg;ghHfs;.” vd;W $Wtij thrpf;fpNwhk;. ,e;jg; 
gl;lzj;jpw;F vjpuhd ,NaRtpd; thHj;ijfs; kpfTk; fbdkhdJ. 
 
jq;fs; fbd ,Ujaj;jpd; fhuzkhf fz;bf;fg;gl;l gl;lzj;jpypUe;J te;jpUe;jhYk;> ,e;j 
egu;fs;;> fpwp];Jtpd; miog;gpw;Fg; gjpyspj;J mtUf;Fg; gpd; nrd;whHfs;. ,tHfs; xU 
NkrpahTf;fhf MtYld; vjpHghHj;jpUe;j Ntisapy;> ,NaRitf; fz;L> mtupy; md;G $He;J 
mtUf;Fg; gpd; nrd;whHfs;. ,e;j egu;fs; gpd;G kw;wtHfisj; Njb mtHfis ,NaRtplk; 
nfhz;L te;jhHfs;. ,g;gb ,tu;fs; ,NaR fpwp];Jitf; nfhz;lhbdhu;fs;.  
 
Mz;ltUila fpUigiaf; nfhz;lhLtij ,e;jr; rpwpa Ntj gFjpahdJ njspthff; 
fhl;LfpwJ. ekJ cs;sq;fspy; fpwp];J cjakhFk;NghJ ekJ tho;f;ifapy; xU Gjpa 
nfhz;lhl;lk;. ehk; ,NaR fpwp];Jitf; fz;Lnfhs;Sk; NghJ> Mz;ltiuAk; mtUila 
[dj;ijAk; Nerpg;gjw;fhf ek;ik Jhz;ba mtUila fpUigiaf; nfhz;lhlhky; ,Uf;f 
KbahJ. 
 
gpypg;G> ehj;jhd;Ntiy mZfp jhd; ehrNuj;Juhdhfpa ,NaRitf; fz;Nld; vd;W $wpa NghJ> 

ehj;jhd;Nty; ek;gpf;if mw;wtdhf, rpW Cuhfpa ehrNuj;ijg; gw;wp gupfhrkhff; $wpdhd;. 

MapDk;, ,NaR ehj;jhd;Ntiyf; fz;lNghJ mtdplk; md;G$He;J mtid> “,Njh fglw;w 

cj;jk ,];uNtyd;” vd;W mioj;jhH. ,NaRthdtH mtDila jg;ghd vz;zj;ijAk; fle;J 
mtdplk; md;G $He;jhH. 
 
Kjy; rP\Hfs;> kw;wtHfisf; fpwp];JTf;Fs; nfhz;L te;jjd; %ykhf> jq;fs; tho;tpy; 
fpwp];Jtpd; gpwg;igf; nfhz;lhbdhHfs;. A+jHfs; tuNtd;ba jq;fs; ,ul;rpg;ig 
vjpHghHj;jpUe;jdH. mij mtHfs; ,NaRtplk;  fz;lTld; clNd kw;wtHfSld; gfpHe;J 

nfhz;ldH. gupNrad; xUtd; “vd; mayhd; ahH?” ,NaRtplk; Nfl;lNghJ ,NaR ey;y 
rkhupadpd; fijiag; gfpHe;J nfhz;lhH. ,d;W mNefH cs;sq;fspy; NtjidNahLk; tho;tpy; 
Jauj;NjhLk;; tho;e;J nfhz;bUf;fpwhu;fs;. ehk;> ,ul;rpg;gpd; xspiaf; fz;L nfhz;ltHfshf> 
mtHfspd; ,Uz;l tho;tpy; ey;y rkhupaHfshf xspiaf; nfhz;L tu Ntd;ba 
nghWg;GilatHfshf ,Uf;fpNwhk;. 
 
ehk; jpUr;rigapd; 125- Mz;L tpohit neUq;Fk; Ntisapy;> rHt ty;yikAs;s NjtDila 
fpUigiaf; nfhz;lhl epidT $UNthk;. Njtdplj;jpYk; kf;fsplj;jpYk; md;G $Utij 
cz;ikahfg; Gupe;J nfhz;l fpwp];Jtpd; rP\Hfshf; tho;Nthk;. 
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NghjfH N[k;]; eFyd; 

 

 

125 tUlq;fshfj; NjtDila fpUig –
Njtdplj;jpy; md;G $U > kf;fsplj;jpy; md;G $U  
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Besides preaching and teaching the Good News and planting other Tamil Methodist Churches, 
TMC never failed to reach out to the community at large through evangelism and Christian 
social concerns. Beginning with ministering to families of Tamil prisoners, the women and later 
the WSCS-TMC had and still has a record of service and outreach outside the church. The work 
of these godly women brought families into the fold of the church. 
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Article by: Veronica R. Poore 

Even while Methodism in Singapore was still in its infancy, in 1885, the  
call to preach God’s Word amongst the Tamil-speaking was responded to by 
Dr. James Thoburn, then the Presiding Elder of the South India Conference of 
the Methodist Church. With his wife and missionaries Rev. William Oldham 
and musical accompanist Miss Julia Bettie he had arrived, unannounced, in 
Singapore in 1885. Two weeks later the Methodist Church was formed with 
26 members. Worship services were in English. But Singapore was a melting 
pot of Asiatic people of different languages and religions and God needed 
men and women to minister to various language groups. 
 

 

William F. Oldham, having been raised in India and Tamil-speaking, was 
drawn to minister to the Tamil immigrant prisoners, labourers, and other 
Tamils living within the Serangoon and Middle Road areas. Saturday 
evangelistic meetings with small groups and Sunday worship services were 
held for these Tamil-speakers. 
 In 1885/1886 Mr. M. Gnanamutu, a catechist from Burma worked with Oldham conducted 
evangelistic meeting for Tamil groups and prisoners. Records state that Gnanamuthu was one 
of the first Tamil evangelists in Singapore. 
 
 The Rev. G.W. Underwood, a Tamil Christian from Ceylon was brought in by 

Oldham to marshal a growing ministry amongst the Tamils and meet the need 
for an organized church. Thus, barely a year after the first Methodist Church 
[Wesley MC] was formed; God’s faithful servants built His church: the first 
Tamil congregation was formed and the Tamil Methodist Church was 
constituted in 1887. 
 

The hallmark of Methodism in Singapore, as in all regions where God’s Word 
was spread was: education. Mr. Simon Peter is recorded to be one of the first 
tutors to 45 Tamil-speaking boys. The one-classroom- School known as the 
Anglo-Tamil Boys’ School was housed in Buffalo Road.  
 In 1887, with Miss Sophia Blackmore, Rev Underwood the pastor of TMC 

started the first school, for girls, in TMC which has sited opposite our present 
church. This was the first home of Methodist Girls’ School before it moved to 
Mt. Sophia. 
 It is worthy of note that almost every one of our 
early pastors was a school teacher of ACS. Their 
contributions to the church extended into the lives 
of a multi-racial community of school boys who 
were nurtured by Tamil pastors.  
 

We celebrate an inherited rich heritage. We have the joy of witnessing that God has preserved 
this church throughout the past 125 years. Tamil Methodist Church from: humble dwellings of a shed 
has moved to a three-storey building; a single worship service to 3 worship services today;  from a 
membership of 20 men and women to 300 today;  one church it has given birth to 7 other Tamil churches 
and formed an Annual Conference; one congregation it has housed a number of congregations of other 
languages, and today houses 2 full church congregations in other languages; from a few faithful servants 
to countless God’s men and women to preach and teach and serve within and beyond Singapore; 
receiving missionaries it has prepared and sent missionaries to take the Gospel of Christ beyond these 
shores;  receiving to have our members  serve   in less- privileged regions in SE Asia; humble beginnings, 
much, much more has been done! All this we celebrate because this is the Grace of God to Tamil 
Methodist Church.   

To God be the Glory for His unchanging faithfulness to men and women who responded to His call to 
build His Church of people irrespective of creed and colour. 
 From our heritage we learn that God’s work will have to continue because He has commanded 
it to be so. Christ expects of His church that each one should use the gifts given to him/her to 
build up His body. It begins with loving God with a pure heart and loving one another so that the 
world will know that we are His disciples.  
 
To God we commit ourselves for today and all the tomorrows for all that God has prepared to 
accomplish through this generation of His servants; and with God’s grace our children and 
those who are received into the fold of Tamil Methodist Church will celebrate a richer 
inheritance. 
 HE LIVES and we live in HIM 
 


