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Ques: How many years have you been a member of SSTMC? 
Mr:  Slightly over 60 years. Mrs: Slightly over 50 years 
 
Ques: What were your areas of ministry over the years? 
Mr:  At Short Street Tamil Methodist Church (SSTMC) 
-Member of the LCEC during which he was treasurer, vice chairman and 
chairman. He initiated the Senior Citizen’s Fellowship and was an active 
contributor in the area of Social Concerns. 
 
At Emmanuel Tamil Annual Conference (ETAC) 
-Finance Chairman and Vice-President, ETAC. 
 
Others 
-1st Chairman and Founding Member of MWS. 1st Chairman of 
Navajeevan 
 
Mrs:  At SSTMC 
-Member of WSCS Committee and WSCS Choir pianist. 
 
At General Conference 
-Treasurer and active volunteer with ESN ministry 
 
Ques: How have you been a testimony to your families/fellow church 
members? 
We believe our testimony to our children and wider family has been 
through the way we have lived our lives and demonstrated Christ’s love 
through our actions. To us, there is no better place for our children to 
develop their love for our Lord than at home. Thus, as parents and as 
teachers, we were actively involved in our church and in the lives of our 
children (and grandchildren) in nurturing this love. 
 
Ques: What is your favourite Bible verse/ word of encouragement? 
We would also like to share our favourite hymns  
-Psalm 46: 1- 2 and Lamentations 3:22-23  
 
The Hymn, Great is they Faithfulness, as it speaks of God’s faithfulness in 
providing strength each day, come what may, forgiveness of our sins and 
hope for tomorrow. 
-Another favourite hymn, How Great Thou Art, as it reminds of God’s 
majesty. 
 
Ques: What is your vision of SSTMC in the next 10-20 years? 
SSTMC will be vibrant and welcoming – reaching out to all. 
 

Legacy, Inheritance & Wills 

Our Church Builders 
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As we approach our 125th Anniversary, we introduce a column titled “Our Church Builders”.  Through  
many years of ministry, they are part of the community that has brought our church to what it is today. This  
column aims to document their oral history and inspire a new generation of church-goers. 
 
In this issue, we interview Mr & Mrs Tambyah as well as Mrs Veronica Poore 
 
Interview conducted by: Ryna Mahindapala 
 

Ques: How many years have you been a member of SSTMC? 
- I have exceeded the, "three score and ten" by a couple of 
years. 
 
 Ques: What were/are your areas of ministry over the years? 
-Simply to say that I have never been one of the church 
organists, neither participated in the foreign workers ministry 
nor in the Senior Citizens' Fellowship. Today, I play a minor 
role in the areas I once served. 
 
Ques: How have you been a testimony to your families/ 
fellow church members? 
-Perhaps the answer lies with them and not with me. But I 
await God's thoughts about me. 
 
Ques: What is your favourite Bible verse/word of 
encouragement? 
-Micah 6:8. It encompasses my relationship with God and 
man. There are over 2,000 verses on poverty and justice in the 
Bible; have I helped someone today to see social justice? 
   
Ques: What is your vision for SSTMC in the next 10-20 years? 
-Just as my peers and I inherited a rich legacy of commitment 
to Jesus Christ and Christian service from the two past 
generations who worshipped at TMC, this baton  is now in the 
hands of a younger generation. May their faith in Jesus Christ 
empower them to carry on God's mission for TMC: to focus on 
God; develop the ministries that we have and be ready to pass 
on a richer heritage to the future worshippers of TMC. The 
church without vision and mission will fail! 

Making Our Church Safer & Better 
Equipped 

We constantly strive to ensure the safety of our 
churchgoers and security of our church premises and 
equipment. On that note, we are pleased to share with 
you that we have installed a CCTV Security Surveillance 
System at our church premises as some of you may 
have already noticed. The surveillance system became 
operational on 23rd February 2012 with 16 cameras 
installed in key areas within the premises. 

With this project completed, plans are underway to renovate Vestry 2 on the 2nd floor to create proper storage space for 
worship materials and resources and to cater to the needs of various church groups.  
 
Be rest assured that we will continue to do our best to make our church safer, more conducive and better  
equipped as we come together to bond and grow spiritually. 
 
Article contributed by: Edwin Ramakrishnan 
 

On Saturday, 10th March 2012, the Young @ Heart hosted a talk on the topic: Legacy, Inheritance and Wills. This was 
open to all church members and saw a healthy mix of various age groups.  
 
Do you have a question on inheritance and making wills? What does the scripture say about this? Our church members 
who attended this talk most certainly had doubts and questions to resolve and benefited greatly by the advice given by 
our speakers Dr. Mariadass and Mr. S. Gunaseelan. 
 
While Mr. S. Gunaseelan gave us the hard facts and the legal aspects of estate planning, Dr. Mariadass contrasted the 
discussion with scriptural understanding on this.  
 
It was an enriching session for all present. As with all YAH events, the session ended with a sumptuous dinner.  
 
Article contributed by: Isaac P 
 

fpwp];Jtpy; GJ tho;f;ifiaf; nfhz;lhLq;fs; 
 

“ek;Kila fHj;juhfpa ,NaRfpwp];Jtpd; gpjhthfpa NjtDf;F ];Njhj;jpuk; cz;lhtjhf@ mtH> ,NaR 
fpwp];J kupj;NjhupypUe;J vOe;jjpdhNy> mopahjJk; khrw;wJk;thlhjJkhfpa Rje;jpuj;jpw;NfJthf> [PtDs;s 
ek;gpf;if cz;lhFk;gb> jkJ kpFe;j ,uf;fj;jpd;gbNa ek;ik kWgbAk; n[epg;gpj;jhH.” (1 NgJU 1: 3>4.) 
 

<];lH - Mz;ltH ,NaR fpwp];Jtpd; capHj;njOjiy nfhz;lhLjy;, ,J  mofhd xU nfhz;lhl;lk;. 
,NaR fpwp];Jtpd; tho;f;if rupj;jpuj;jpy;> mtH rpYitapyiwag;gl;l me;j nts;spf;fpoik md;W mtupd; 
tho;T Kbe;Jtpl;lJ Nghy; Njhd;wpaJ. ,NaR rpYitapyiwag;gl;L kupj;jhH. mtH mlf;fk; gz;zg;gl;lhH. 
rPlHfs; jd; jd; topfspy; nrd;Wtpl;ldH. md;Nw ,NaRtpd; ,t;Tyf tho;tpd; Kbthf ,Ue;jpUf;fyhk;. 
Mdhy; mJ mg;gb Kbatpy;iy. Vnddpy; mJ NjtDila rpj;jk; my;y.  
 
,q;F> mofhd fhupak; kl;Lky;y> rhj;jpaky;yhjnjhd;Wk; ele;jJ! ,NaR %d;whk; ehs; kuzj;ij ntd;W 
capUld; vOe;jhH! mtUila ruPuk; itf;fg;gl;bUe;j fy;yiw fhypahf fhzg;gl;lJ! me;j Qhapw;Wf;fpoik 
fy;yiwf;Fr; nrd;w ngz;fSk;> Mz;fSk; capNuhbUf;Fk; ,NaRitf;fz;ldH! gpd;dH> ,NaR 500f;F 
Nkw;gl;ltHfSf;Ff; fhl;rpaspj;jhH. ,NaR capNuhbUf;fpwhH! mtNu capHj;njOe;j Mz;ltH! ,J 
cWjpahd mjprak;. kuzj;jpw;F ,NaR fpwp];Jtpd; Nky; ve;j mjpfhuKk; ,y;iy.  

 
“fpwp];J vOe;jpUf;ftpy;iynad;why;> vq;fs; gpurq;fKk; tpUjh> cq;fs; tpRthrKk; tpUjh.” (1nfhupe;jpaH 
15: 14.) 
 
Mjyhy; ehk; ,NaR capHj;njOe;j mw;Gjj;ijf; nfhz;lhLfpNwhk;. ,J ,uz;lhapuk; Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G 
ele;j mw;Gjk; kl;Lk; my;y ,NaRitj; jdJ nrhe;j ul;rfuhf Vw;Wf;nfhs;Sk; xt;nthUtUf;Fk; jd; jpdrup 
tho;tpy; elf;Fk; mw;GjkhFk;. Mz;ltH ,NaRtpd; ty;yikapy; thOk; kf;fshf ehk; <];lH jpU ehis 
nfhz;lhLNthk;. ,JNt GJ tho;T! 
 
MfNt> jpUr;rigahf ehk; ngw;w GJ tho;itf; nfhz;lhl ,J ey;y jUzk;. tUk; <];lH Muhjidapy; 
ekJ rigapd; gj;J thypgHfs; jq;fs; tpRthrj;jpy; cWjpaile;J jpUr;rigapd; mq;fj;jpdHfshfr; 
NrHf;fg;gLfpd;wdH. khiy Muhjidapy; gq;F ngWk; ,U FLk;gq;fSk; mq;fj;jpdHfshfpd;wdH;. Mt;T+opa 
If;fpaj;jpypUe;J ,uz;L thypgHfs; Qhd];jhdk; ngWfpd;wdH. ,J> ,NaR fpwp];J ghtj;jpd; NkYk; 
kuzj;jpd; NkYk; n[ak; nfhz;lhH vd;gijf; nfhz;lhLk; jUzk; kl;Lky;y> gyUk; Mz;ltUk; 
,ul;rfUkhfpa ,NaR fpwp];Jtpy; GJ tho;it ngw;wdH vd;W fsp$Wk; jUzKkhFk;.  
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Let us thank God for his continuing gracious provision of our financial needs for the financial 
year August 2011 to July 2012. It has been another encouraging year to see an increase in the 
givings from our members in the first six months, especially so in the areas of Tithes & 
Pledges. As we are only into the first half of the financial year (Aug 11 – Jan 12), we would 
exhort our congregation to continue to give as it is “blessed to give than to receive”. The areas 
to focus your givings are highlighted below (missions, social concerns, evangelism & 
property).  
 
-God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor 9:7) 
-but the righteous give without sparing (Pro 21:26) 
-blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35) 
-Freely you have received, freely give (Mt 10:8) 

Give And It Will Be Given To You (Luke 6:38) 

The colors used, traditional royal 
blue and old gold, are reflective of 
the grand and royal nature of the 
God‐ head. The colors also serve 
as a constant reminder of TMC’s 
rich heritage even as the church 
continually reinvents itself to 
remain relevant to the changing 
times. 
 
The cross is made up of four 
dissimilar shapes, indicative of the 
diverse make‐ up of the 
congregation, and our charge to 
remain united as one body in 
Christ (1 Cor 12:12). 
 
The nine foundational blocks 
represent the fruit of the spirit ‐  
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self‐ control (Gal 
5:22‐ 23) – that we strive to 
weave into our daily living as we 
journey towards Christ‐ likeness. 
These foundational blocks are seen 
as enablers in our Christian living. 
The asymmetric gradients that the 
nine blocks make on either side of 
the cross is to reflect that while our 
common purpose is in Christ, it 
must be recognized that each 
individual of the congregation 
journeys at varying paces of 
spiritual growth. 
 
[Source: http://www.tamilmethodist.sg/about-
us/logo.html] 
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Church 

Know? 

May 
• 1st May:  Tamil Evening 
Fellowship – Sports Evangelism 
• 11th to 12th May: Evangelistic 
Rally 
• 26th May:  Sunday School/Parish 
Group/YAH Combined Outing 
 
July 
• 27th to 29th July: Mission trip to 
Ipoh 
 
Ongoing Programmes: 
Friday Praise & Prayer session 
7.30pm to 9pm 
  
 

 "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he gave 
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead," -1 Peter 1:3 

 
Easter is a beautiful celebration. It is celebrating the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The life story of Jesus seemed almost to have reached its climax with His crucifixion that 
Friday. Jesus died on the cross; He was buried; and the disciples went their separate 
ways. That may have been the end of Jesus’ life on this earth.  That was not to be so. 
There was not going to be a sad ending to God’s plan for His Son and Man. Not only was 
something beautiful going to happen, the impossible was to happen! Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead on the third day! The tomb in which His body was laid was empty! The 
women and men who went to the tomb that Sunday morning witnessed an “alive” Jesus! 
Later, Jesus appeared to more than 500 hundred people. Jesus is alive! He is the 
resurrected Lord! This is it the ultimate miracle. Death had no power over Jesus. 
 
All but four of the major world religions are based on philosophical propositions. Only 
Christianity claims an empty tomb for its founder. Jesus died but came back to life 
appearing to 500 people over a period of 40 days. [Source: McDowell, Josh. Evidence that Demands a 
Verdict. Page 180. San Bernadino, CA: Here’s Life Publishers, Inc., 1979.] 
 
"And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith."- I 
Corinthians, 15:14.  
 
Thus, we have a beautiful miracle to celebrate. It is not a miracle which happened two 
thousand years ago. It is a miracle that happens every day when someone receives Jesus 
as his/her personal Saviour. True followers of Jesus Christ know that they were once 
dead in sin but now are alive in Jesus Christ. We celebrate Easter as the kingdom’s 
people who live in the resurrected power of our Lord Jesus. This is new life! 
 
Therefore, we have great reason to rejoice as we witness and receive new lives into the 
fold of our church. During this Easter Service, ten youths will be confirmed in their faith 
and received as members of the church so will two families who have been worshippers 
at the evening service for the past two years.  Two young men of the migrant workers 
fellowship will be baptised. This is an opportunity not only to celebrate Jesus Christ’s 
victory over sin and death but to rejoice that others have received a new life in Jesus, our 
Lord and Saviour. 
 
 
 

KOINONIA 

Your Pastors in Christ, 
Rev James Nagulan 
Rev Anil Kumar Samuel  
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Koinonia is a quarterly publication 
by Tamil Methodist Church. This 
newsletter is for internal circulation 
only.  
 
Editor: Aaron Isaac 
Advisor: Rev James Nagulan 
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Did You 
The TMC logo was 
refreshed in 2011 
to reflect the 
renewed priorities 
and objectives of 
the church. The 
logo is made up of 
the symbol of a 
cross, with nine 
blocks at the 
foundation. 
 

The Church website 
underwent a massive 
revamp with the help 
of Melvin Dineshraj 
and Praveen. The 
website will be  
officially launched on 
Easter 2012. Many 
interesting features 
and articles have been 
included for your 
reading pleasure. You 
could even browse 
through the pictures 
of recent events that 
had taken place. Do 
visit the website 
frequently for updates 
on church services 
and calendar of 
events. Along with the 
new website, is a new 
email address that 
would be used for all 
general enquiries. 
Mark this website 
on your browser 
today.  
 

Article contributed by: 
Dhanaraj Premkumar 


